ADAMS COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING WORLD AIDS DAY

PROCLAMATION No. 2025 - 008

WHEREAS, since its establishment in 1988, December 1 has been recognized as World
AIDS Day, a time to honor the more than 40 million lives lost globally since the HIV/AIDS
pandemic beganin 1981; and

WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is also an opportunity to unite in celebrating the tremendous
progress made in HIV prevention, testing, and treatment, while recognizing that more than
39 million people worldwide, including 1.2 million in the United States, are currently living
with HIV, and that approximately 13 percent of those individuals are unaware of their status
and in need of testing; and

WHEREAS, HIV continues to disproportionately impact racial and ethnic minorities and
gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men (MSM), with data showing that Black
individuals are diagnosed at a rate 8.4 times that of White individuals, Hispanic/Latino
individuals at 5.2 times the rate, Black women at 10 times the rate, and Hispanic/Latina
women at 3.5 times the rate of White women; and

WHEREAS, unequal access to health insurance and essential social resources, combined
with the effects of stigma and racism, exacerbate health inequities, and addressing social
determinants of health remains critical to ending the HIV epidemic; and

WHEREAS, pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), approved by the FDA in 2012, has been
proven 99 percent effective in preventing HIV transmission through sex and 74 percent
effective for people who inject drugs; and

WHEREAS, the Adams County Health Department and Project Connects have prioritized
HIV testing and educational opportunities for disproportionately impacted communities,
reaching over 930 unique individuals in the last year with no-cost HIV testing; and

WHEREAS, Project Connects will continue to expand access to PrEP throughout Adams
County through strategies designed to reach those communities at greatest risk of new HIV
infections, guided by data from the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Adams County Board of Health does
hereby recognize December 1, 2025, as World AIDS Day in Adams County, and calls upon
all residents to join in remembrance, education, and action to end the HIV epidemic.



Upon motion duly made and seconded, the foregoing Proclamation was adopted by the following vote:

Gilliam Absent
Keiling Aye
Lindemann Aye
Mahnke Aye
Winkler Aye

Board of Health Members

Adopted, this 20th day of November 2025.

yr——

Jeremiah Lindemann, Vice President
On behalf of Dr. Dierdre Gilliam, DNP, RN, PHN, President
Adams County Board of Health
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